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The Lake Balaton is the second most visited tourism destination in Hungary, and the most popular amongst domestic tourists. Furthermore, the area is getting more popular as a place of residence as well, and this has brought along changes in population and social patterns by the Lake Balaton. The economic and social impacts of tourism, and especially the quality of life issues in the region are of significant importance for local inhabitants, tourists and tourism service providers alike. 

In order to support the sustainable development of the region, it is fundamental to explore some of the significant characteristics of the region, including quality of life issues of local inhabitants, their mobility patterns and their attitude towards local identity. The characteristics of second home owners as another key segment also need exploring, which will bring up questions about settlement choice, characteristics and trends in the real estate market. The current state of tourism and hospitality education and its impact on the labour market is also another key area of analysis.
Main objectives of the research: 

· Analysing the linkages of identity, quality of life and tourism by the Lake Balaton;
· Mapping the characteristics of local inhabitants, exploring the mobility patterns;  

· Identifying main segments of the second home owners; 

· Analysing the economic impacts of tourism with special regards to factors influencing the choice of settlements as a living space as well as a location for business; 

· Mapping the trends and characteristics of the real estate market; 
· Analysing the changes in population and social patterns by the Lake Balaton;
· Exploring the linkages of labour market and quality of life in the Lake Balaton region, as the second most visited destination in Hungary;  
· Mapping the characteristics of tourism and hospitality education with special attention to their impact on the labour market;
· Supporting initiatives for a sustainable destination and living space. 
Activities realized within the project include: 

· Desk research (reports, statistical data) about the characteristics of the tourism mobility, quality of life, as well as economic and social impacts; 

· Quantitative and qualitative research about the offer of the Balaton region settlements, aimed at local inhabitants, businesses and tourists (tourism supply); 

· Qualitative research with business stakeholders (service providers, policy-makers); 

· Identifying best practices (other waterside areas, seasonal and spatial concentration of tourism flow, local inhabitants’ attitude towards tourists, finding common ground for raising awareness of the positive impacts of tourism, etc.); 

· International case studies (e.g. lake/waterside destination, sustainability, mobility patterns, regional development);  

· Dissemination, academic publications etc. 
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